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better understood amongst^the'democratic countries on
the Continent than it was in England. The struggle
inside the British Cabinet and the^ Italian intrigue had
been followed with the greatest interest in every European
capital. The victory of Mr, Neville Chamberlain was
held to prelude a general loosening of those last feeble
strands of international law^which still existed in the
Western world. The smaller? countries began hastily
to re-arm, and also to declare their refusal to be drawn
into any war on a question of principle, or former
alliances. On March llth Herr Hitler marched into
Austria while General Franco was receiving his large
accession of munitions and of German and Italian
aeroplane squadrons which enabled him to make his
advance to the sea and^begin the campaign which cut
off Catalonia from Valencia.

The English people accepted the disappearance of
Austria, and its absorption into their probable enemy
with an indifference which astounded the world, and
showed the hold which the new internationalism is able
to exercise over the country. We had received so many
shocks in the last three years. The condonation of
deliberate aggression, of wars begun without warning or
cause, of the use of poison gas, the bombing of civilians
and the Red Cross, the shooting of prisoners, the
sinking of British ships, all these had deadened English
sensibility, and the people turned with a weary indiffer-
ence to discuss the prospects in the Test matches.

It was obvious that the last flicker of independence
which had been roused by the Peace Ballot and by the
reaction against the Hoare-Laval Peace Plan could now
be neglected. Mr. Chamberlain settled down to an
openly pro-Italian policy of which the outward and
visible sign was the Anglo-Italian Pact, but the real